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This Christmas weekend, we have probably said or heard the word “wait” several times. We may have heard 
brothers or sisters, children or grandchildren, nieces or nephews, exclaim: “I cannot wait to open presents!” 
We can understand why they cannot wait any longer; they have been waiting for 364 days!  
 

We spend a lot of time waiting every day. We 
wait for the water to get nice and hot before we 
take our morning shower. We wait for the 
toaster to pop so we can eat breakfast. We wait 
in the car for everyone to be seated and buckled 
before we back out of the driveway. Then, we 
wait at stop signs and stop lights on our way to 
school or work. On rainy days, we wait for 
someone to pull out of a parking space so that we 
can be close to the entrance of a building. We 
wait for instructions so we can begin a task or 
school assignment. We wait for people to 
respond to our e-mails or phone calls. We wait 
for answers and an opportune time to ask questions. We wait for someone to be done with the microwave so 
we can warm our food at lunch. Then we wait for our food to get done in the microwave. 
 

Right now, you probably cannot wait for me to be done giving you examples about how much we wait. Too 
bad, you’re just going to have to wait a little longer!  
 

Some two thousand plus years ago, a righteous and devout elderly man was waiting for Christmas. For him, 
Christmas meant that he would see the consolation of Israel (Luke 2:25). That righteous and devout elderly 
man was Simeon. Simeon, through the Holy Spirit declares:  
 

Luke 2:29–32 (ESV) “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 
according to your word; 30for my eyes have seen your salvation 31that you have 
prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and 
for glory to your people Israel.”  

 

The Yeshua (“salvation”) appeared to Simeon. It was a yeshua that was prepared in the presence of all peoples 
to see, both Jews and Gentiles. Simeon describes the appearance of this yeshua as a light to the Gentiles. A 
light that will reveal to them the salvation of God.   
 

Simeon wasn’t the only one to experience the most vibrant display of Christmas light. That same display of 
light shone around some nearby shepherds. This display of unparalleled Christmas light caused these tough 
and weathered shepherds to be “filled with great fear” (Luke 2:9). However, like Simeon, what they had seen 
was a light that revealed the glory of God in salvation. The shepherds had been waiting for Christmas too, and 
they rejoiced that it had come (Luke 2:20). 
 

All the waiting for Christmas is finally over. It is over not because it is December 25th, but because Christmas 
has already appeared. Paul reminds Titus that it has already appeared.   
 

Titus 2:11 (ESV) For the grace of God has appeared 
 



Christmas 2016 

 

Even though we no longer need to wait for Christmas, that first display of light still affects us. When we see 
the light, we are being trained to leave the darkness of ungodliness and worldly desires.  
 

Titus 2:12a (ESV) training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions  
 

As we leave the darkness behind, that first display of Christmas light shines forth self-control, right thinking, 
right speech, and rights actions, as well as a life of reflecting His character (Titus 2:12b). These virtues are not 
New Year’s resolutions, but rather Christmas presents for us to enjoy today (“in the present age”).  
 

These Christmas presents enable us to do some more waiting. This time, instead of waiting for Christmas, we 
are waiting for the future appearing. It is the appearing of Jesus Christ who will return as our God and Savior 
and as our King and Lord. 
 

Titus 2:13 (ESV) waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our 
great God and Savior Jesus Christ,  

 

We are not the only ones waiting. All of creation waits. It has been waiting with eager longing for thousands of 
years. Creation does not wait with eager longing for Christmas like Simeon or the shepherds. Instead, it 
actually waits for us. 
 

Romans 8:19 (ESV) 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the children of 
God to appear in glory.  

 

Why is the creation waiting eagerly for our appearance in glory? Our appearance in glory means that the 
creation is no longer subject to the darkness of the curse. Creation will experience the same freedom we enjoy 
with the appearing of the brightest Christmas light that ever shown, Jesus Christ. 
 

Romans 8:20 (ESV) 20For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but 
because of him who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be set free 
from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children 
of God. 

 

Today, our waiting is not for salvation to appear. We wait because salvation has appeared. While we wait, we 
have been given presents to enjoy and it is through that enjoyment that others can see the salvation that has 
come to us. Not only do others watch us as we wait, but all of creation waits for us. As hard as it is to keep 
waiting, we do so knowing that the next appearance of that vibrant light, is definitely worth waiting for.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Suggested Songs 
 
Be Still, My Soul 
1Be still, my soul; the Lord is on thy side; 
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 

Leave to thy God to order and provide; 
In every change He faithful will remain. 
Be still, my soul; thy best, thy heavenly, Friend 
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 
 

2Be still, my soul; thy God doth undertake 
To guide the future as He has the past. 
Thy hope, thy confidence, let nothing shake; 
All now mysterious shall be bright at last. 
Be still, my soul; the waves and winds still know 
His voice who ruled them while He dwelt below. 
 

4Be still, my soul; the hour is hastening on 
When we shall be forever with the Lord, 
When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, 
Sorrow forgot, love's purest joys restored. 
Be still, my soul; when change and tears are past, 
All safe and blessed we shall meet at last. 
 

 
Come Light Our Hearts 
For You, O Lord our souls in stillness wait  
For You, O Lord our souls in stillness wait  
Truly our hope is in You  
Truly our hope is in You  
 

1O Lord of life, our only hope   
Your radiance shines  
On all who look to You in the dark  
Emmanuel come, come light our hearts  
 

Chorus  
 

2Oh Joy above, all other loves  
In You we find, more than enough  
We come as we are, O heal and restore,  
Come light our hearts 
 

Chorus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

O Come O Come, Emmanuel 
1O come, O come, Emmanuel  
And ransom captive Israel  
That mourns in lonely exile here  
Until the Son of God appear  
 

2O come, Thou, Dayspring from on high  
And cause Thy light on us to rise  
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night  
And death’s dark shadow put to flight  
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
Shall come to thee, O Israel  
 

3O come, O come, true prophet of the Lord  
And turn the key to heaven’s door  
Be Thou our comforter and guide  
And lead us to the Father’s side  
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
Shall by His word our darkness dispel  
 

4O come, our great High Priest, and intercede  
Thy sacrifice, our only plea  
The judgment we no longer fear  
Thy precious blood has brought us near  
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
Has banished every fear of hell  
 

5O Come, Thou King of nations bring  
An end to all our suffering  
Bid every pain and sorrow cease  
And reign now as our Prince of Peace  
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
Shall come again with us to dwell 
 


